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USING-  PHOlfETICS  TO  LIQUIDATE  ILLITERAGY, 
STRENGTEIEK  TflE  STUDY  OF  HAM  .CHARACTERS 


[The  following  is  a  translation  of  a  report 
by  the  Honan  An~yang  Egg  Factory  Htmg-chtsan 
(Red  Expert)  School.  The  report  appears 
Kung-jen  Jih~pao,  Peiping,  30  June  1960, 
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V/hen  our  school  proceeded  this  time  with  liquida¬ 
tion  of  illiteracy  through  the  use  of  the  phonetic  alpha¬ 
bet,  we  took  into  consideration  the  lesson  our  previous 
experience  had  given  us.  This  time  we  paid  serious  at¬ 
tention  to  the  study' of  the  characters  and  made  our  stu¬ 
dents  master  them  well.  All  forty  students  in  our  class 
(with  the  exception  of  some  three  or  four  transferred 
or  on  too  long  a  sick  leave)  after  123  class-hours  of 
study  were  able  to  recognize  easily  2,000  characters, 
read  popular  publications,  and  write  short  tests  of 
some  300-400  characters. 

Liquidation  of  Illiteracy  through  the  use  of  the 
phonetic  alphabet  does  not  mean  '^liquidation  of  illit¬ 
eracy  in  phonetlcal  transcription  of  Chinese  speech", 
but  "liouldation  of  illiteracy  in  Chinese  characters”. 
Therefore,  in  liquidation  of  illiteracy  through  study 
of  the  phonetic  alphabet,  study  of  the  characterB  must 
be  taken  very  seriously  so  that  after  a  certain  period 
of  study  the  student  might  be  able,  all  by  himself, 
to  read  or  write  comparatively  long  essaj^’s  without  the 
help  of  the  phonetic  alphabet,  'yhen  in  1958  we  initiat¬ 
ed  our  classes  for  liquidation  of  illiterapy  through 
the  use  of  the  phonetic  alphabet,  we  did  not  pay  suf¬ 
ficient  attention  to  the  study  of  characters.  And  our 
students  could  read  but  few  characters  when  they  were 
not  accompanied  by  the  alphabet.  This  time  we  treated 
the  matter  in  a  different  way. 

In  the  period  of  studying  the  phonetic  alphabet 
we  put  speciai  stress  on  study  of  the  Chinese  syllables. 
At  this  time  students  did  not  yet  begin  study  of  the 
characters,  but  due  to  peculiarity  of  spelling,  mastering  ^ 
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'of  the  syllables  serves  as  an  introduction  to  the  master- 
ins-.  of  rLatng  of  the  characters.  So,  when 
,  mastered  some  400  Chinese  syllables  g® 

mastered  phonetic  expression  of  all  Chinese  characters. 

With  this  in  mind,  our  students  first  ffiastered 
.  hen  vowels  and  spelling «  Tnis  leu  the 
a,u5en^fto  the  mastering  of  soma  ^400  f 

J?freqSl«a  to  fa^lllarUe  h 

‘ing  of  all  Towel  syllables  with  a  •  ,,Lieg 

a  Glass  is  through  with  all  vowels,  all  400  syllabi 

areeorresponaingly  .asterea.^^^  -See  a  general  repe¬ 
tition  t?  the  syllables,  students  .net  £  .f 

bouT-^d  with  the  characters.  Here  it  is  important  " 

the 'student  clearly  perceive  that  a  c 

but  a  syllable,  and  a  syllable  represents  ” 

ing  of  the  character.  Only  when  students  mastered  all 
syllables  can  they  proceed  speedily  to  the  spell! 

the  characters,  *  a  «-«on-incr 

When  we  were  through  with  the  period  of  spelling 

oharaoters,  students  ,f 

alphabet,  to  master  qulokly  the  jpelllns  and  o«anlng 

8,000  characters  and  to  he  able  to  wpt®  we 

characters  and  some  composite  characters,  men  we 
smarted  the  study  of  spelling  of  the  characters,  we  had 
^rtrtea  a  table  with  tL  epeUlhS  (In 

h  000  characters  in  common  use.  This  table  was  dist-ri 
Ei?ea  to  ?hrs”dents  for  practice  In  spelling  and  read- 

Adult  students,  who  are  °'>“P?»“!®Hd"?«rned' 
solentlous,  diligently  mastered  aWlablcs  “d  l^ea-ned 
readings  and  meanings  of  the  characters, 
teacher  started  study  of 

tbe^r  form,  the  students  could  proceed  at  a 

spepd  wiSiout  any  waste  of  time.  >/hen  began  to  spell 

chL'^aot.'^rs  using  for  this  the  phonetic  alphabet,  we 

study  of  basic  characters  and  .simultaneous- 
IfrtththJst^Sy  of  spelling  of  the  oharaoters  we  taught 
students  thirteen  types  of  brush  strolces  and  six  writ¬ 
ing  rules,  and  also  taught  them  to  copy  OuO  basic 

characters.^  that  we  turned  to  the  study  of  the  dO»Pb8“® 

1  .f.  V.1-!  mtiAa  on  basic  characters,  and  had 

charactervS,  made  dictation  ..  vfe 

f<tndent«  copy  the  composite  characters.  At  the  ena,  we 

imdertook  the  study  of  the  radicals.  Here  we  made  dic¬ 
tations  on  all  basic  oharaoters  and  some  compoelte 
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cha.racters,  arul  also  repeatedly  practiced  the  radicals, 
'.nien  this  oerlod  of  study  v/as  o^jer,  a.11  students  were 
ehle  to  Bnell  the  2,000  characters  In  phonetic  alphabet. 

In’ the  oerloc!  of  readln.;  of  te^rts  aacoupanled  bjr 
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’ents  v/cre  instructed  in 
thecal!  of  alphabet,  and 
re  axj  i  n  y  s ,  t  n  e  y  ia  e  r  o  r  i  z  e  d 
hand,  throuyh  calculated 


UOf’i'.lLl  .  Ox  L’Utd  J-  vfv/A  K.*  i-  ,  - 

they  v/ere  led,  on  the  'oasis  of  peculiarity  of  readings 


characters 


to  rsake  out  their  meanings 


ready 


write  out  their  form,  and  finally  to  memorize  chem^.  ^ 

During  the  readings,  etuosnta  no  longer  looreo 
*t  the  acco'ooanylnu  alohahet  above  the  characters  al¬ 
ready  mastered.'  As  to' characters  which  students  re- 
cognlaed  with  the  help  of  the  alphabet  above  the  cha- 
rrctera  tbev  also  'were  not  new  to  him,  as  he  already 
had'stukea  Ihem,  but  they  were  still  not  firm  in  his 
'ni^id .  The  students  made  rrsarks  under-  such  oharaocere 
and  cooled  groups  of  words  or  sentences  containing  sucti 
C  ll  G  *fc  6"  Z’  B  a 

In  class  studies  we  helped  them  analyze  written 
forma  of  such  characters.  After  the  classes  v/e  reouest- 
ed  them  to  cony  characters  repeatedly  and  arrange  them 
DO'  r-adiG£-,ls.  'After  reoeated  reco.y.nition  of  characters 
and  reneated  copying,  students  mastered  almost  2,000 
characters  v,lth’ which  they  vrere  familiar  before. 

At  the  same  time',  students  increased  their  aoi- 
i it’?"  to  msister  Chinese  characters  utilizing:  peculiar j.— 
tte's  in  character  Gonstraction .  For  example ,  the  four 
charaoters  “  ^  Lyao],?’^  [chiao],/^  [shaoJ,..^i 
[iaoj”  have  s.ll  different  meaning,  but  tne^  students 
\.rerG  all  able  to  discern  correctlj'-,  by  their  radicals, 
their  reading  and  meaning.  They  used  to  say  _ 
alone  is  ’'yao-'.  With  "  (water)  addeo._J_t  is  m 

(chiaoK  and  means  to, water  the  fields,  r/ltb 
(flue) 'added  It  is  (shao)  and  means  to  burn 

coal,  hith  "  h  (silk)  added  it  is  ’*»  (jao). 

In  the  writing  period  of  tex:ts,  not  only  did  ve 
teach  the  stadents  to  pass  over  the  obstacles  they  met 
fi.e,.  chars.cters  they  did  not  -  knew  how  to  v/rlte)  by 
resorting  to  the  use  of  the. phonetic  alphabet,  but 
Q-)  continued  the  intensive  study  of  cnarac  ters  ,^wltu 
th'^^coup  +  ent  aim  tViat  students  roawSter  firmly  the  2,000 
ohsracters.  Insufficiently  firm  knowledge  of  characters 
w-a?  reflected  in  the  writing  of  texts  vdier-e  students 
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resorted  to  the  use  of  the  phonetic  alphahet  for  charac¬ 
ters  they  did  not  know. 

v'/ith  respect  to  such  characters  we  adopted  mea¬ 
sures  of  a  general  and.  individual  nature.  A  teacher 
arr-a-nged  charactera  into  man}’'  .groups  by  radicals.  From 
tlievse  groups  the  characters  already  studied,  bat  not 
firmly  raastered,  v;-ere  separated  into  one  group.  The 
characters  not  studied  before  made  the  second  group. 

The  first  efforts  of  the  teacher  In  the  class  was  cli-  i, 
rected  at  the  first  group.  Students  had  to  recognize 
characters  repeatedly  and  copy  them.  In  their  home 
work  the;,’’  had  to  copy  them  again  three  to  five  times. 

The  characters  formerly  unknown  v/ere  anal^/zed  and  read 
n.  class  only  by  the  teacher.  Students  were  required 
0  practice  them  at  home.  After  the  completion  of  the 
ext  t'/riting  period,  students  not  onl;’’  mastered  ?,000 
cha?oaotero  in  common  use,  but  also  became  familiar  with 
-additional  characters . 
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